Letters from C. Röbelen to Frederik Sander
 

182 - 183 Röbelen to Sander




Vapor, Mariveles 6th February 1881

Dear Mr. Sander,

I have just arrived from Manila to return to Lopez via a detour. I now have approximately 5,000 Phalaenopsis in Manila, 2,000 in Lopez, of which 2 thirds are amabilis and 1 third schilleriana. The average quality is good, I only found 2 varieties but hope to find more as the weather is good at the moment and the plants are coming into flower. It has not been not possible to collect more because it rained every day and the people did not want to go into the forests. Just have a little patience - things will turn out all right. At the beginning I wanted to collect everything, I was very impatient, as you will have gathered from my recent letters. But I believe that with time and patience, more will be achieved. 

You may have expected a shipment for some time, but that is impossible, because the Phalaenopsis don’t allow me any spare time. Anything else that can be found is already in England in large quantities. 

I drew 500 dollars yesterday, which fortunately arrived a few days ago; now I have enough money to get the 25,000 to 30,000 plants together. I shall not leave until these plants are ready for shipment. It will probably be March until I get back to Manila. By then I hope to assemble a shipment. Grammato. spec. exists and I have ordered a man  to collect them. It is said to be rare, for the ones I found last year no longer exist. 

NOTE: there is a drawing in the margin.

I also found an orchid that I don’t know and which is said to be rare. The pseudobulbs are greyish, 2 – 3 inches long, like the drawing in the margin. From the apex of the pseudobulb rise 4 dark green leaves. From 3 different points of the pseudobulb arise broad inflorescences, 1 foot long. The flowers are small, white, in panicles, and the plant with its many flowers looks very attractive. When the inflorescences drop off, they leave a small hole in the top of the pseudobulb. I don’t consider it to be valuable but it will sell well. I only have one plant but will try to get more. I have one bulb with flower in alcohol, which I shall send to you. The most difficult aspect is the transport of the plants to Manila overland, for the roads are hardly passable. As I have calmed down and learned more, the journey will go better and all will be well, just time and patience. 

On the detour I hope to find further plants. I have not yet found Dend. filiforme, may be it exists in the north, where Boxall is said to be.  You must not compare my work with Boxall’s, for he has been here several times. He only has to arrive and go to the place and pick up what he wants. To follow him is useless because, first, I don’t have the money to do that and, second, his plants would still be the first to arrive in England. He always goes from one port to the next and always far into the interior. But let him be, the Philippines are big enough for two. What he collects now he has collected before. And he has been travelling for 15 years – no comparison with me. Take courage – things may well improve. Once I have finished with the Phalaenopsis, I shall go north for 6 – 8 weeks. Within that time the Phals. can start to root, for the main concern is that the plants root well, otherwise I cannot depart. I am hale and hearty and happy like a lark. I am particularly pleased that the business with the Phals. went so well during my absence, because the plants looked terrible after lying around for weeks at the harbour. Much to my surprise someone turned up 2 days before my departure who wanted to buy the whole lot, at $5½ per 100, hoping that I would buy them back later for a higher price – he took 4,000 plants which I would not have wanted as a gift.

You know, Mr. Sander, the main thing is that I have enough money in my hands to be able to work, because that saves time and money. I hope to be able to write more in my next letter.

With best regards also to your esteemed family, yours


C. Roebelen

NOTE; he signs with ‘oe’ here and at the bottom of the letter with ‘ö’.

NB Please be good enough to buy for me the “Flora of the Philippine” by Gustav Blanco, and “A Journey in the Philippines” by a German called Jakob. Both books are interesting but cannot be bought here. We have seen the first in London, the other can be obtained in …, but are forbidden to be sold here, it is said to be very interesting. It may be obtainable in Leipzig or Berlin.


C. Röbelen

Translated by: Maren Talbot
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